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Upcoming Events: 

 
February 24th  -  Stations of the 

Cross , 7:00 pm 

 

February 24th  -   Knights of  

Columbus, Fish Fry begins 

 

February 26th  -  March 1, 2012  

 Parish Mission 

 

February 29th  -  Simple Soup  

 series begins 
 

Presidentsô Day 
 
Presidents' Day, celebrated each year on the third Monday in Feb-
ruary, is a day when Americans honor the legacies of the U.S. 
presidents. The holiday was established in 1800, when Congress 
declared February 22ïGeorge Washington's birthdayïa federal 
holiday. Still legally known as Washington's Birthday, Presidents' 
Day has become a day to honor not only Washington, but also 
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th U.S. president who was born on Febru-
ary 12,  as well as the lives and accomplishments of all U.S. presi-
dents. 
 

The origin of Presidents' Day lies in the 1880s, when the birthday of George 
Washingtonðcommander of the Continental Army during the American 
Revolution and the first president of the United Statesðwas first celebrated 
as a federal holiday. In 1968, Congress passed the Uniform Monday Holi-
day Bill, which moved a number of federal holidays to Mondays. This 
change was designed to schedule certain holidays so that workers had a 
number of long weekends throughout the year, but it had been opposed by 
those who believe that those holidays should be celebrated on the dates 
they actually commemorate.  
 

During debate on the bill, it was proposed that Washington's Birthday be 
renamed Presidents' Day to honor the birthdays of both Washington 
(February 22) and Abraham Lincoln (February 12); although Lincoln's birth-
day was celebrated in many states, it was never an official federal holiday. 
Following much discussion, Congress rejected the name change. After the 
bill went into effect in 1971, however, Presidents' Day became the com-
monly accepted name, due in part to retailers' use of that name to promote 
sales and the holidayôs proximity to Lincolnôs birthday.  
 

Presidents' Day is usually marked by public ceremo-
nies in Washington, D.C., and throughout the country. 

 
Adapted from History.com 
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http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution
http://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution
http://www.history.com/topics/abraham-lincoln
http://www.history.com/topics/washington-dc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although Ash Wednesday is not a Catholic holy day of 
obligation, it is an important part of the season of Lent. The 
first clear evidence of Ash Wednesday is around 960 and, 
in the 12th century, people began using palm branches 
from the previous Palm Sunday for ashes. 
 

In the Roman Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday is the first 
day of Lent, the season of preparation for the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday. (In Eastern Rite Catho-
lic churches, Lent begins two days earlier, on Clean Mon-
day.) 
 

Ash Wednesday always falls 46 days before Easter.  Since 
Easter falls on a different date each year, Ash Wednesday 
does, too. While Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of Obli-
gation, all Roman Catholics are encouraged to attend 
Mass on this day in order to mark the beginning of the 
Lenten season. 
 
 

A Prayer for Ash Wednesday 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, the all-holy one, who gives 
us life and all things. As we go about our lives, the press of our 
duties and activities often leads us to forget your presence and 
your love. We fall into sin and fail to live out the responsibilities 
that you have entrusted to those who were baptized into your 

Son. 
 

In this holy season, help us to turn our minds and hearts back 
to you. Lead us into sincere repentance and renew our lives 

with your grace. Help us to remember that we are sinners, but 
even more, help us to remember your loving mercy.  

 

As we live through this Ash Wednesday, may the crosses of 
ashes that mark our foreheads be a reminder to us and to those 

we meet that we belong to your Son. May our worship and 
prayer and penitence this day be sustained throughout these 40 
days of Lent. Bring us refreshed and renewed to the celebration 

of Christôs resurrection at Easter.  
 

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. Amen. 
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February 22, 2012 

 

LENT AND STEWARDSHIP 

 

 The season of Lent gives us a special incen-

tive to focus on the care of our souls and our 

relationships, offering us unique opportunities 

for spiritual enrichment and prayer. 

 

 So, how can thinking about the stewardship 

of self be helpful to you at a time like this?  
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-  taking care of, using wisely  -  nmdƍrself. 

 

 We believe that God made us in His image 

to fulfill a unique purpose in this world that 

He created for us.  We have (1) a need to 

feed our souls in order to become more 

aware of God in our lives; (2) a need to feed 

our intellects with information about God and 

the world in which we live; (3) emotional 

needs that can be satisfied through healthy 

relationships with others, as well as with God; 

(4) a need to take care of our physical bodies 

because God has given us the responsibility 

for the state of our physical health;  and fi-

nally, we have (5) a responsibility for the wel-

fare of the poor, as Jesus reminds us in His 

teachings. 

 

Watch your mail box and the bulletin for spe-

cial activities during Lent. 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/What_Is_Easter.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/f/Clean_Monday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/f/Clean_Monday.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Holy-Days-Of-Obligation-Definition-Of-Holy-Days-Of-Obligation.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/Catholic-Dictionary/g/Holy-Days-Of-Obligation-Definition-Of-Holy-Days-Of-Obligation.htm

